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Most agricultural producers are aware of the recent spike in commercial fertilizer prices.  The rising cost of commercial fertilizer has many considering poultry litter as an alternative fertilizer source.  Poultry litter is certainly a good source of nutrients such as N, P and K, contains organic matter and has some liming value.  The economic feasibility of using poultry litter often depends on transportation cost, litter cost and handling fees, which can be difficult to estimate.  The value of litter inside the poultry house, however, is fairly easy to calculate based on current commercial fertilizer prices (reported as price/lb) and the litter nutrient analysis (reported as lbs/ton).

Commercial fertilizer prices of urea, DAP and potash from 11 NE Oklahoma commercial fertilizer suppliers were obtained on 3/13/07 and averaged (Table 1).  Based on these averages, the cost per lb. of nutrient was calculated for N, P and K (Table 2).  When considering an average nutrient composition of 60-60-50 lbs, N-P-K, in a ton of broiler litter, today’s value of broiler litter is around $50/ton.  Note: A $2/ton liming value was assigned to the litter.  Also, the $50 value assumes a N-P-K and lime deficiency exists in the soil.  We are unable to quantify the value of organic matter but its beneficial addition to the soil should be considered.  Current litter values can be calculated anytime using the litter value calculator at www.ok-littermarket.org  The website also lists contact information for buyers, sellers and service providers of poultry litter.

Considerations that should be made when researching poultry litter include: litter, hauler, and applicator availability when needed; transportation and application costs; and land application regulations.  The bottom line is that if broiler litter averaging 60-60-50 lbs/ton, N-P-K, or above can be shipped and land applied at $50/ton or less, then it is worth considering.
Table 1. Avg. price of fertilizer from 12 NE OK commercial fertilizer suppliers.
	
	N-P-K (%)
	Avg. price/ton

	Urea
	46-0-0
	$435

	DAP
	18-46-0
	$439

	Potash
	0-0-60
	$256


Table 2. Cost per lb. of nutrient.
	N
	P
	K

	$0.47/lb
	$0.29/lb
	$0.21/lb


